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[ Good morning. On behalf of the 2009 Convention
Committee, I welcome you to the 100th Rotary
International convention.

Every year since 1910, Rotarians have gathered
together for an annual convention. Only 60 Rotarians
attended the first convention in Chicago. But it was a
very important event nonetheless. Those 60 Rotarians
from 14 U.S.clubs established the National
Association of Rotary Clubs.And this historic action
set the stage for Rotary to expand and become the
large and powerful organization that it is today.

The 1910 convention also started many fine
traditions. It brought Rotarians from different clubs
and regions together to enjoy fellowship and discuss
the future.At the end of their meeting, those first
convention goers sang Auld Lang Syne, which is a
time-honored tradition that we will observe for the
100 th time later this week.

But before we get to our farewell song, we have
many exciting events, entertainment, speeches, and
fellowship opportunities planned for you. I would like
to thank Convention Committee Vice-chair T.D.Griley,
in particular, and the rest of the committee members
for their hard work in organizing this milestone
convention. I would also like to thank the Convention
Promotion Committee headed by Ron Burton and the
Host Organization Committee chaired by Brian Fuller.
And of course, we are grateful to all the Rotarians in
RIBI for showing us such a warm welcome.

2008—09FEH/INF— =¥ 1

At this time I would like to introduce the Chief
Sergeants-at-Arms, Mike McCullough. The Sergeants
-atArms are here to assist you and can be easily
recognized by their yellow and red vests. I hope that
all of you attending this convention will have the
chance to explore our host city.It has been 25 years
since we last visited Birmingham. Any of you who
attended the 1984 convention will find a very different
and more modern city with many fine restaurants,
shops, museums, and other attractions.

You can see that we have much to do and think
about this week. So let us now begin. It is my great
pleasure to call to order this opening plenary session
of the 100 th Rotary International Convention.] & .
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